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2-20-22 WORSHIP SERVICE 

WELCOME – PASTOR LOIS HARDER 

Good morning! Welcome!  
 
This is the third Sunday in our series on how to love and be loved – this morning we’ll think 
about how love is manifested in our closest relationships. How do we see God and God’s love in 
our families, our friends, those who are with us on the path of faith? Are we able to identify 
God’s love in one another? We certainly saw God’s love in action in those pictures from mid-
week! 
 
What announcements do you have this morning? 
 I’d like to share a celebration about some service that is being done.  I neglected to 
include this in the bulletin.  Dwight M. Flaming is doing a week of service with MDS in south TX. 
Two vans of volunteers – 8 men and 7 women – from Central KS area, left yesterday morning 
and will arrive today to the border town of McAllen, TX. There is new construction going on 
there for people still trying to recover from flood damage in 2018. The crew will work from 
Monday through Friday, returning next weekend. There will also be some border awareness 
education as part of this experience.  
 

MORNING PRAYER – PASTOR LOIS  

 God, in your creative wisdom, you showed us the ultimate example of your love. You 
sent Jesus of Nazareth to us – as one of us. In him we see the most clear reflection of your love 
and the most specific example of how to live and move through this life on earth. We confess, 
God, that Jesus’ reflection and example is, in many ways, so radical and upside-down that it 
often feels too challenging for us to grasp and follow. But that’s our desire, God – to follow 
Jesus in our thoughts and words and decisions. We pray for your Spirit to be with us, to guide 
us and convict us and move us in ways that bring you honor.  
 We thank you, God, for helpful and successful medical interventions and procedures.  
For Lois Janzen and Braxton Church, for others we know who have received healing and 
restoration through medical knowledge.  
 We ask your continued blessing and healing for Leona Schroeder, for Di Suderman, for 
others who are recovering from physical ailments. We pray for those whose treatments and 
recovery is ongoing and whose patience and faith may be tried by their struggles. Be a constant 
source of comfort, strength and steadfast love. We pray also for those who work in the medical 
and caretaking field, those who are offering the treatments and care – for doctors, nurses, and 
all who show compassion for others when there are needs. We’re grateful for local fire fighters 
and first responders, for the risks they willingly take, for the hard work and care that they offer. 
Continue to bless this service, God, that they give. Be also with Dwight and the MDS crew as 
they serve this week in south TX. Let them be a reflection of the light of Jesus and may they also 
receive your light and blessings even as they serve.  
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 Be with us now, God, as we continue to worship you. Bless each one whose needs and 
praises you know. As you are faithful to us, we long to be faithful to you, our Creator, 
Redeemer and Sustainer.  Amen. 

OFFERING PRAYER (VT 1017) 
God of life, 
we give these offerings in gratitude, 
   rejoicing in the abundance 
   of your gifts to us. 
We give these offerings in faith, 
   trusting that you will provide 
   for our needs. 

We give these offerings in hope, 
   knowing you can use them 
   to spread your love in this world. 
And with these offerings, we give ourselves; 
   may we live with generous hearts 
   and open hands. Amen. 

WHAT DOES LOVE LOOK LIKE? – PASTOR CALEB YODER 
1 Corinthians 13 

This month of February we have been focused on love. Not just any love, but love for our 
creator God from our whole inner being, the measureless love of Christ, and love in our human 
relationships. 

We are splitting this topic of human relationships into two parts. Today focusing on primary 
relationships – the people who are already a part of our lives. That includes relationships in the 
church, friendships, family relationships, marriage relationships. That may be a lot to generalize 
with the uniqueness of each set of relationships, but these aren’t wholly separate forms of love.  

Next week, Pastor Lois will preach about the ways that Jesus’ love crossed social boundaries. 
Faith in Jesus must challenge us to love people we might not normally see – or who we’d even 
rather avoid. 

Yet, I’m of the mind that love starts with those who are nearest to us. Our lives need to be 
consistent and seamless. It’s the principle that Jesus taught – if you can’t be faithful in the small 
things, how can you be trusted with the big things? Except that practicing love in our primary 
relationships will require great energy. It really is no small thing. It’s the first place where we 
put our faith into practice. 
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Depending who you are, you likely have something in your home that references or symbolizes 
love. We have verses from 1 Corinthians 13 framed and hanging in our living room, with 
emphasis on the words “love never fails.” 

“Love never fails” is also printed on the vessel into which we poured sand during the unity sand 
ceremony of our wedding. My wedding band has the words “Love endures all things” – I think 
that is supposed to remind me to show grace and commit to do better through every well-
deserved look or scolding from Beth. 

We easily sentimentalize the idea of love, and especially the “love chapter” as we often call 1 
Corinthians 13. It’s a nice idea, something to pay lip-service to. But there is nothing more 
central to our faith than love as we have seen love revealed in Jesus. And 1 Corinthians 13 is as 
theologically solid and significant as any passage in the Bible. 

CONTEXT AND TEACHING OF 1 CORINTHIANS 13 
Though we most often read 1 Cor 13 as a standalone tribute to love, it is very much tied to the 
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians as a whole. It directly follows the passage we looked at some 
weeks ago where the church is described as the body of Christ, in which different members 
have different gifts and functions, but all are equal and have equal concern for each other. 

The problem the Corinthians have had is division, conflict, and some in the church thinking they 
are better than others. Part of their conflict centers around the practice of spiritual gifts. So, the 
love chapter specifically mentions three different “spiritual gifts”: speaking in tongues, 
prophecy, and knowledge. 

Paul is very pointed in saying: “If I have all the best gifts, but don’t have love, it is all for 
nothing.”  

On the screen I’ll show you kind of how this chapter is arranged. It’s interesting that the chapter 
never directly mentions Jesus, but there is no question that the description of love that Paul 
gives is connected to the teaching of Jesus, the faithful life of Jesus, and the spiritual path of 
Jesus. 

Verses 1-3 contain a series of descriptions of incredible deeds, but if not done in a spirit of love 
are all for nothing. 

Verses 4-7 go on to describe what love is and what love is not.  

Positively, love is patient and kind. 

Love is not jealous, boastful, puffed up, disgraceful, or easily provoked. Nor does love plan evil 
or rejoice with injustice. 

Love instead rejoices with the truth. 

In this section, the original has only verbs or action words. In other words, it doesn’t so much 
read, “Love is patient” (where patience is a quality), but rather “Love persists patiently.” 
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“Love does kindness” 

“Love does not heap praise on oneself or put on airs.” “Love is not easily provoked to anger.” 

It’s not about never feeling anger, as anger can be appropriate and even God-given, but about 
an issue of character: are you constantly irritable or triggered? If so, examine where that anger 
is coming from. 

Love rejoices with the truth – notice that this is opposed to injustice. Truth more than agreeing 
with ideas that are “correct.” The truth that love rejoices in is relational – it means having 
nothing to hide, no hidden agenda, consistency between motivation and action. 

Then verses 8-10 state that everything else will eventually come to an end. Only love is eternal.  

In verses 11-12 Paul acknowledges that we see only in part. Let’s have a little dose of humility, 
because none of us know everything. The final concluding verse states that love is the most 
excellent of the three core Christian qualities of faith, hope, and love.  

LOVE IN PRIMARY RELATIONSHIPS 
This love we are talking about is not disconnected from the deep love that we experience in our 
relationships, whether love within a congregation of sisters and brother in Christ, the love 
within close friendships, love between parent and child or siblings, and love in a married 
couple. 

The love of Christ is even not disconnected from passionate romantic love, which we generally 
tend to separate in our minds from anything in the realm of church. There’s a reason a book 
like Song of Songs is in our Bibles, or even stories like Jacob working seven years for the 
privilege of marrying Rachael. 

Yet life wisdom teaches us that the most glorious, loftiest, high in the clouds romantic love is 
sooner or later going to abruptly land to earth in the mundane realities of paying bills, changing 
diapers, venting daily stress, and smelling each other’s bad breath. (You get the idea). 

Our faith tradition holds these experiences of love together. There is a good reason – in our 
present age of everyone seeking individual happiness – that we teach that romantic love 
requires covenant – lifelong commitment. 

In a covenant relationship – whether it’s between God and Israel, husband and wife, the 
support of a lifelong friend, or children who must care for an aging parent – there will be highs 
and lows, hurt and forgiveness, shared joy and pain. 

LOVE MATTERS MORE… 
One message that is loud and clear in Paul’s words is that love matters most. Faith, hope, and 
love are all central to living as a Christian. You can’t do without any of these. There’s no 
competition between these. 

But of these three, love is the greatest.  
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Christians often forget that, even when we think we are doing God a service. Such as when we 
argue about what the “truth” is. What the right way to read Scripture is, the right answers to all 
the big questions about God, doctrine, or eternity, what things qualify absolutely as “sin,” and 
what things are not. 

And likewise, when we try to figure out which people are God’s true servants, and which people 
we should be suspicious of. 

Again, it’s not true that nothing else matters besides love. Love will be abstract and 
meaningless if we don’t also engage all the nitty gritty details working out how to live as Jesus’ 
disciples. But everything we think and do must be in a spirit of love. The simple test is whether 
another person can perceive the love of Jesus in whatever I do. 

One of the striking parts of this passage to me is the Paul’s sense of humility that we don’t 
know everything and that’s OK. It’s striking because Paul sometimes seems to talk like he knows 
everything. 

Paul expected the second coming of Christ at any moment. And he believed the church was in 
this in between moment – living faithfully, but without totally seeing everything that God was 
going to do. 

Paul makes a comparison with the understanding of a child. From Austin’s many questions, I’m 
reminded of how much I take for granted of how I see the world as an adult isn’t obvious to a 
child, who is still figuring out what the world is like. Paul says now we see through a mirror, 
dimly, but someday we will see face to face. 

It’s easier to understand what Paul means if you know what mirrors were like back then. 
[Showing picture of a bronze mirror]. In biblical times, mirrors were made of bronze. People 
would polish the bronze to see a reflected image, but it wouldn’t be at all the same as seeing a 
face in real life. 

Paul says, someday, I will fully know, fully understand in the same way that God fully knows us. 
Until then, we do the best we can with what we have. 

KNOWING PEOPLE 
This past week I met with the church planting commission of our conference, and we were 
talking about love. Sandra Montes Martinez, one of the conference ministers observed that we 
can’t love people well without knowing them. We have to have relationship in order to love.  

We don’t have the capacity to know everyone well, but it’s worth asking: how well do you really 
know those who are in your life? How can you get to know them better? 

You’d be surprised, but this applies even to marriage. In the book Seven Principles for Making 
Marriage Work, the author has exercises for couples to develop detailed “love maps” of each 
other – to understand each other’s worlds. In short, to really know each other. 
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Just because you live together or regularly see one another doesn’t mean you really know each 
other. Sometimes we are so caught up on conversations to just get through the day-to-day that 
we never actually talk about our formative memories, our dreams, our deepest values, or what 
makes us tick. 

In the life of our congregation, we would likewise have the challenge to not just volunteer to 
make church activities happen, but to genuinely get to know each other – ask questions about 
each other’s lives. Ask yourself how well you really know those who are in your life, whether 
your family, people in your Sunday school class or that you collaborate with, neighbors, or 
colleagues.  

Who is nearby that you are called to get to know? How can you get to know them better?  

This might look a little different depending on whether you are an introvert or extrovert. 
Introverts may have energy to get to know fewer people, but are also gifted in making those 
relationships high quality. 

One of the reasons for the relationship between knowing people and love is simple: It’s the 
platinum rule. The platinum rule is a little upgrade of the golden rule. Instead of just treating 
others as you’d like to be treated, it’s treating others as they themselves would like to be 
treated. And you can’t do that if you don’t know them. 

Life experience teaches a lot of lessons about love, no matter who you are. Most of us learn 
that closeness brings risk, even as it brings the possibility of deep love, companionship, and 
transformation. We were not designed to be separate from one another. But when we take the 
risk of becoming close to others, we will inevitably have misunderstanding or get hurt. 

You cannot sustain a close friendship or a marriage relationship unless you are able to let go of 
some past hurts, and also are willing to hold the mirror to yourself and see how you have 
caused hurt. 

REACHING THE END OF LIFE 
Whenever we think about the future or what we desire our lives to be, our culture encourages 
us to focus on personal happiness and fulfilling your dreams. 

Dreams are important, but a better question to bring to each day of life is to imagine yourself at 
the end of life and ask – what would a life without regret look like? None of us will do it 
perfectly. 

But most important of all is to be able to reach the end of life and feel you are as reconciled as 
much as you can be with the people you love most, that you have had avenues in your life to 
serve and contribute flowing out of your faith, and that you discovered a sense of vocation and 
followed it. 

All of us are finite, and we can't do everything. You may feel there were a few lost years in the 
mix. Sooner or later we begin to realize that years go by and we don't have forever. We have to 
come to terms with our finitude. You might not get to do what you dreamed of being able to 
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do. You may have to presently let go of something that has been central to who you are. That is 
hard.  

But most important of all is love. Faithful love that begins with the people you already are with 
the most, and extending to those you don’t have to see. 

CONCLUSION 
We’ve talked about several aspects of love that just scratch the surface. I leave you with the 
challenges of getting to know those you aim to love even better; risking getting hurt, and being 
willing to forgive and heal from past wounds. Loving as best as we know how, without 
pretending to know everything; and keeping love at the center of our sense of purpose in life. 

QUESTIONS 
1. What did you learn about love that you didn’t know before? 
2. How can our love for those we regularly see prepare us to love those outside our 

circles? 
3. How can the descriptions in 1 Corinthians 13 help you discern what is the loving thing to 

do in a situation? 

COMMUNION SERVICE 
WORDS OF INTRODUCTION  
We are all invited to partake of Christ’s table of love!  Along Tina’s creative visual depiction of 
love, the elements of bread and juice have been added, symbolizing the body and blood of 
Christ – the deepest and broadest, most significant and sacrificial love ever shown. And this 
love – this table – is open to all who know and love Jesus, who want to follow after him in life.  

- As an act of preparation for communion, we invite you to a brief time of silent prayer and 
reflection on the following thoughts: 

- Before I take the body of the Lord, before I share his life in bread and wine, I recognize the 
sorry things within me; these I lay down. (silence) 

- The words of hope I often failed to give, the prayers of kindness buried in my pride, the 
signs of care I argued out of sight; these I lay down. (silence) 

- The narrowness of vision and of mind, the need for other folk to serve my will, and every 
word and silence meant to hurt; these I lay down. (silence) 

- Of those around in whom I meet my Lord, I ask their pardon and I grant them mine, that 
every contradiction to Christ’s peace might be laid down. (silence) 

- Lord Jesus Christ, companion at this feast, I empty now my heart and stretch my hands, and 
ask to meet you here in bread and cup which you lay down.  Amen. 

WORDS FOR THE BREAD –  
We remember that as Jesus was sitting at the table with his friends, he took bread, broke it, 
gave thanks for it and said, “This is my body, broken for you.  Whenever you eat it, remember 
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me.”  Loving God, we thank you for the bread of life made known to us through your servant 
Jesus.  

WORDS FOR THE JUICE –  
And after supper Jesus took the cup and said, “This cup is the new covenant with God made 
possible by my death. Whenever you drink this cup, remember me.” We give you thanks, loving 
God, for sending Jesus to us – the one who showed us what sacrificial love looks like as he died 
on the cross.  

We invite you to come now and receive these symbols of Christ’s love…  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING – (AFTERWARDS) 
O God, with deep gratitude, we thank you for this moment, this meal, this congregation and for 
your children everywhere. Having tasted your goodness, let us share your peace.  Send us out, 
to live as your people, ordinary people that you have called to follow you, to share your love, to 
live for you as people of this earth and citizens of your kingdom.  Amen.  

BENEDICTION 
1 Cor 16:13: 

Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all that you do be done in 
love” 

[Adapted from VT 906:] 

May the Love of Christ,  
which overcomes all differences, 
heals all wounds, 
puts to flight all fears, 
and reconciles all who are far off, 

May this love also be in us and among us, 
now and always. 

 


