12.26.21 WORSHIP SERVICE

WELCOME — PASTOR LOIS HARDER

Good morning! Welcome to worship on the second day of Christmastide! So glad you’re
worshiping with us this morning. We’ll hear the stories and sing the carols that help us to
continue our celebration of Jesus’ birth.

CALL TO WORSHIP --

Leader: Alleluia! Praise Yahweh from the heavens! Praise God in the heights. Praise
God, sun and moon.

People: Praise God, all you shining stars!

Leader: Praise God from the earth, sea creatures and ocean depths, lightning and hail,

People: snow and mist.

Leader: Sing praise to God, mountains and hills, fruit trees and cedars,

People: small animals and flying birds.

Leader: Let them praise God’s name. Let all creation praise the name of Yahweh, whose
name alone is exalted.

People: Praise God’s name!

All: Alleluia!

INVOCATION —

Holy infant, Spirit of Love, we worship you and we’re grateful for your presence here
with us. Bless the reading of your word and the singing of your praises — bless us as we quiet
ourselves before you. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION —

Please stand. How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given. In this silence, Lord,
in the giving of our treasures, we wait, expectantly to receive the gifts we need in order to
become the gifts that others need. Amen.

BENEDICTION —

Go now, basking in the wonder of new life, pondering the depth of God’s love, imagining
the fullness of God’s kingdom here, on this earth, proclaiming Emmanuel — God is here, with us.
Go in peace.



Readings for Lessons and Carols
December 26, 2021

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 —

All:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light!

Julianna: those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined.
Gretchen: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;

Timothy: authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Jacob: His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom.

Eric: He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward
and forevermore.

All:  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Isaiah 11:1-4a —

Gretchen: A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots.

Julianna: The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

Gretchen: His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or
decide by what his hears hear;

Julianna: but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of
the earth...

Luke 1:26-35, 38 —

Eric: In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. And he came to her and said,

Jacob: “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”



Gretchen: But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. The angel said to her,

Jacob: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will
be called the son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.

Gretchen: Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since [ am a virgin?” The angel said to her,

Jacob: The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.”

Gretchen: Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Luke 2:1-7 —

Timothy: In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augusts that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.
All went to their own towns to be registered.

Eric: Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.

Julianna: While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn.

Luke 2:8-16 —

Eric: In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around then,
and they were terrified.

Gretchen: But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you; you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger.”

Eric: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,

T, J, and J: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!”



Eric: When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.”

Gretchen: So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the
manger.

Matthew 2:1-12 —

Eric: In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”

Jacob: When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah
was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

Julianna: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’

Timothy: Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.”

Gretchen: When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.

Eric: Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and

myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country
by another road.

John 1:1-14

Timothy: In the beginning was the Word,
Timothy and Jacob: and the Word was with God,
T, J and J: and the Word was God.

Gretchen: All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being.



Eric: What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
All: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

Timothy: There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.

Jacob: He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

Julianna: He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.

Gretchen: But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become

children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but
of God.

Eric: And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son,

All: full of grace and truth!



